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ABSTRACTS 
 
ABBOTT, Malcolm & MERRETT, David 
Was it possible to raise the price of Australian wool in the inter-war period? 

The economic debate that surrounded the creation and then collapse of the Reserve Price 
Scheme in 1991 has important consequences for the way in which we can today, view earlier 
episodes of intervention in the Australian wool market, and proposals for the introduction of a 
reserve price (such as the disposal of large carryover stocks after World War One and various 
reserve price proposals of the 1920s). It is possible, for instance, to subject these earlier policies and 
proposals to similar economic analysis of the sort applied to the 1970-1991 Reserve Price Scheme. 
The agricultural economists’ literature of the modern period suggests that the disposal of the 
wartime carryover wool by may well have not generated the maximum value for growers and that 
the risks involved in the reserve price schemes would have resulted in even greater losses to the 
industry compared to 1991, if they had been implemented.  In this paper modelling is undertaken of 
a variety of wool disposal strategies of the post-World War One stockpile and of the possible result 
of an attempt to defend a hypothetical reserve price in the late 1920s and early 1930s.  The 
estimates suggest that Australian growers could have received higher prices from wool, if stocks had 
been released more slowly onto the market. The strategy pursued by the wool authorities seriously 
underestimated the inelasticity of demand for wool, leading to a sharp reduction in market prices 
when the wool was released.  Moreover, it is established in the paper that under any set of 
reasonable assumptions that the main reserve price scheme proposed in 1925 would, had it been 
established, have collapsed in the 1930s and greatly damaged the Australia economy. 

 

BANNERJEE, Raj & SHANAHAN, Martin 

Productivity, efficiency and technological progress in the Australian wheat industry 1790-2010 
This paper examines the wheat industry in Australia between 1790 and 2010. Despite the 

importance of wheat to Australia’s economic development, long-run assessment of productivity, 
efficiency and technological progress in this industry has been relatively under-researched. We 
combine district level data from Dunsdorf and Dunsdorf (1956) on wheat output per acre with more 
recent data and combine these with information on technological improvements to wheat growing 
to examine the impact of innovation on wheat production.  

This paper contributes a new measure of technological progress particularly suited to 
Australia’s wheat production. Apart from the standard measure, such as the number of patents 
applied for, we introduce a measure of micro-invention, the cumulative number of new and 
introduced wheat varieties tested for local adoption. This measure, which is especially suited to an 
environment where farmers are still learning about the most suitable crops to adopt, provides both 
a measure of the scale of micro-invention and indirectly, the rate of dissemination of this knowledge 
around the farming community.  

We argue that many of the current measures of productivity and technological progress in 
this area are poorly defined, and that our knowledge of the innovations that impacted most on 
wheat productivity, remain quantitatively unassessed. This paper represents a first step in rectifying 
these omissions. 
 
BARNWELL, Neil 
Countries in Crisis: Greece in Historical Context  

In 2010 Greece entered a period of what is widely described as austerity. Statistics indicate 
that the subsequent decline in economic activity and rise in unemployment equals that of the 
depression of the 1930s and is lasting for longer. This paper attempts to link the economic impacts 
of the sudden shock with response and behavioural change and compare it similar shocks in other 
countries. 
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Many crises arrive with an abrupt impact and austerity came as a sudden shock to Greek 
society. In 2009, the Greek government was unable to meet its debt obligations and the rescue 
package provided by the ‘troika’ (the IMF, The European Central Bank and the European 
Commission) was conditional on severe cuts in public expenditure and improvement in economic 
efficiency, including reform of taxation collection.  

Being a financial shock, there was no physical destruction but the consequence of these 
deflationary policies had a major social impact. All government outlays were severely reduced with 
impacts upon pensions, health expenditure and government subsidies. Previously closed areas of the 
economy were slowly opened to competition, privatisation stepped up and subsidies reduced or 
eliminated.  

GDP fell 29% from 2009 to 2013. Unemployment rose from 7% in 2009 to 27% in 2013 and 
has stayed at that level since. From January 2012, youth unemployment has never dropped below 
50%. Those relying on Incomes from pensions have seen a drop of up to 40% of their income. The 
retirement age has risen and public service numbers and areas of privileged employment have been 
significantly reduced under pressure from the troika. Currently there are signs that the downward 
trend in economic activity is stabilising. 

This paper examines the social and behavioural impact of these changes. It uses social 
indicators in order to assess its impact upon Greek society. Aggregate data provides some insight but 
excludes the benefits of assessing the impact upon segments of the populations. 

Amongst other findings, social indicators suggest Greece’s marriage and birth rates, 
although at very low levels, have experienced little change. Death rates have edged upwards, 
particularly infant mortality. However pollution levels in cities are increasing as people burn wood 
and waste for warmth. As governments direct their expenditure to payments necessary to maintain 
the basics of life, there has been a decline in other public services. These range from an increase in 
the number of stray dogs and the failure to remove graffiti and repair broken traffic lights. Malaria 
has re-emerged in some areas. Many extended families are supported by elderly relatives on 
reduced pensions. Fortunately home ownership rates are high in Greece and those without income 
can draw upon strong family ties in order to seek shelter and sustenance. Emigration is the only 
employment option for many. Tax evasion is continuing on a large scale. There has been an 
expansion of the informal market, particularly for household essentials of food, fuel and clothing. 
This is encouraged by the budgetary needs of the newly poor for cheaper goods and the need for 
modest employment. There has been large scale small business failure and many employees are 
working for reduced pay. The minimum wage has been reduced to €680/month. Many employees 
are unpaid for extended periods.    

However some sections of Greece’s economy are not subject to high levels of stress. 
Shipping is still strong, with Greeks owning up to 10% of the world’s tonnage. Tourism is holding up, 
assisted by deflationary policies, although hindered by social unrest. However Greece lacks export 
competing industries which can be expanded and recovery is not helped by low levels of growth in 
the EU.  

All shocks are different in detail. As Greece is a member of the Euro zone it has no control 
over its currency and so devaluation and high budgetary deficits are not an option. So at least 
Greece is spared the spectre of inflation.  However Greeks see no relief from their present travails 
and this is inevitably leading to despondency and the polarisation of politics. The role of the media, 
both mainstream and internet based, is discussed.  Events in Greece are compared to other shocks 
particularly those which have experienced sudden economic change. Cuba and Iran after their 
revolutions are selected. From the study a model is suggested which assists prediction of the course 
of a sudden external shock. This model is introduced and discussed. 
 
BLACKMAN, Deborah,  BENSON, Angela & NAKANISHI, Hitomi 
The role of volunteering in long term disaster recovery  
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This paper discusses the potentially significant role of volunteers in longer term disaster 
recovery. Extensive literature has focused on the roles of volunteers in the immediate aftermath of 
disasters. These roles include: helping with the actual rescue, supporting relief campaigns, 
undertaking the repair of damaged houses and so on. However, data from the Christchurch 
Earthquakes in 2010 and 2011 and the North East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami 2011 indicates 
that volunteers also have the potential to undertake significant roles in facilitating the longer term 
recovery.  

According to Muskat, Nakanishi and Blackman (2014) the disaster recovery process involves 
a “transition” from short term responses focused on survival and the present to longer term, future 
focused recovery aimed at a sustainable future encompassing reduced risk. They argue that at and 
after the transition, traditional disaster recovery leadership will need to be changed, allowing more 
community based approaches to emerge. The requirements become a much longer timeframe for 
the disaster risk management lifecycle and a broader objective of community sustainability which is 
beyond the immediate recovery. This paper argues that at present the potential for volunteers to 
work with and, possibly to represent, the community during and after transition is not widely 
discussed. 

This paper uses the results of qualitative interviews conducted in both Christchurch and 
North East Japan. The participants include volunteers and representatives from national/local 
government, recovery authorities, non-profit organisations, urban planning authorities, community 
business, residents, students, local media, defence force and researchers.  

Three key themes emerged from the analysis: the role of volunteers, the governance and 
management of volunteers and volunteer organisations, and the leadership and leadership 
capability of those working with the volunteers and volunteer organisations. The fundamental shift 
was that volunteers were seen to be undertaking informal (and sometimes formal) leadership within 
the community. They were instrumental in developing stronger social capital within the community 
and, where permitted, were becoming a voice for the community. It was apparent that the role of 
volunteers was changing over time according to the stage of recovery.  

However, it was also apparent that those in charge of the recovery programmes in both 
Christchurch and Japan do not recognise this. In addition there is no apparent recognition of the 
potential for volunteers to be a valued part of the recovery process as key representatives of 
community. The paper suggest that for volunteers are seen as a new driver of the “transition” and 
the recovery process, there will need to be a change in the way that disaster recovery governance 
arrangements are set up. Moreover the paper suggests that there needs to be research into the 
potential for community led volunteer groups to co-produce knowledge during the recovery period 
and the impact of longer term volunteering upon the potential efficacy of disaster recovery. 
 
BLACKMAN, Deborah, NAKANISHI, Hitomi, FREYEN, Ben & BENSON, Angela 
Defining disaster recovery transition: integrating social capital into longer term disaster recovery 

This theoretical paper presents a new framework for disaster recovery transition in order to 
offer a way to support more effective long term disaster recovery. Despite disaster recovery cycles 
demonstrating the importance of a longer term approach, the actual implementation and research 
related to disaster recovery management are still predominantly focused on the short term. This 
leads to reduced opportunity to enhance a community’s longer term capacity through developing 
the economic, social and ecological systems, thereby developing a more sustainable future.  

Previous research has identified a transition phase between the immediate response and 
the development of a longer term recovery strategy which enables communities to prepare for 
future disasters (Muskat, Nakanishi and Blackman, 2014). We suggest that disaster recovery 
research needs to focuses in greater depth on the “transition” from the short term which is 
concerned with the present and survival, to longer term responses to disasters, by incorporating the 
dynamics of disaster response/recovery process, role of social capital and the subsequent impact 
upon sustainable disaster risk management. In particular, building on work undertaken by Freyens in 
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the Murray Darling Basin, we suggest that a community’s ability to contend with disasters is strongly 
related to social capital, both in short term response and long term recovery phases. The new 
theoretical framework will integrate social capital and disaster recovery to progress the 
understanding of transition. 

The paper will refine a theoretical definition of disaster recovery transition that integrates 
rapidly developed social capital and disaster recovery and can be empirically tested. The argument 
made will be that longer term disaster recovery requires community support, involvement and 
leadership to ensure that transition from a present focus to a future orientation emerges. Building 
on research undertaken in Christchurch (Blackman, Benson and Nakanishi, 2014), social capital 
analysis is demonstrated to offer the potential to identify community and volunteer leaders who can 
represent, lead and shape the developing communities to support the longer term outcomes. The 
paper proposes a preliminary model of disaster recovery transition to be empirically tested in the 
following phases of overall research.  
 
DE JONG, Herman 
A Tale of Two Tails: Plant Size Variation and Comparative Labor Productivity in US and German 
Manufacturing around 1910 

Despite the formidable reputation of German industrialism during the period 1870-1913, 
recent studies fail to find quantitative evidence of a successful German catch-up process to US levels 
(Tooze, 2008; Broadberry and Burhop, 2008). Around 1910, labor productivity in German 
manufacturing was about half the level of its US counterpart (Veenstra, 2014). Consequently, there 
is a tension between the traditional positive view on Germany’s economic development during the 
second industrial revolution and the findings of quantitative research. In this paper we explore the 
possibility that both strands of literature can be reconciled by studying the mix between old and new 
technology within manufacturing industries using data on establishment size. 

In times of rapid technological change, such as during the second industrial revolution, 
elements of backwardness and modernity will coexist, because the replacement of old production 
technology proceeds stepwise. In any industry the mix between old and new technology determines 
the size of the latter’s positive effect on an industry’s overall labor-productivity level. So even with 
the much described industrial success of modern 
German plants, low levels of overall labor productivity can occur when industries have 
a large tail of low-productive establishments (Hannah, 2008). 

The mix between old and new technology in industries can be studied by looking at the 
distribution of establishments according to size, because in many industries the minimum efficient 
scale of production increased with the introduction of modern manufacturing systems of the second 
industrial revolution (Rostas, 1943; Landes, 1969; Chandler, 1990). Earlier research already showed 
that, first, the overall establishment size in German industries was small compared to its industrial 
competitors, but, second, the difference largely disappears when the focus is only on giant factories, 
i.e. 1,000+ employees (Chander, 1990; Hannah, 1995; Kinghorn and Nye, 1996; Hannah, 2008). This 
suggests that while modern elements were clearly present in turn-of-the-century Germany, the 
overall poor performance as compared to the US was driven by the abundance of small workshops 
and handicraft workers. 

It follows that the overall low comparative labor-productivity levels in Germany originated 
from market conditions that prevented less efficient firms from losing market share and profit to 
more efficient ones (see: Melitz, 2003). The potential implications of these intra-industry allocation 
effects are serious for country-level explanations of the transatlantic labor-productivity gap that 
attribute the US lead to an inability on the part of Germany to adopt capital-intensive production 
technology (Broadberry, 1997). Rather than from a national failure to adopt the latest technology, 
Germany’s backwardness may have resulted from a fragmented domestic market that allowed both 
modernization and the persistence of backward elements. 
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In this paper we study these mechanisms in two steps. First, we construct an industry- of-
origin benchmark of German/US comparative labor productivity in manufacturing for the year 1909. 
This benchmark provides an accurate measure of overall performance levels in manufacturing 
industries at the start of the twentieth century. Second, we estimate the relation between 
establishment size and labor productivity using US data. By projecting the calculated relation on the 
German and British distribution of establishments according to size, we are able to account for the 
labor-productivity contribution of each establishment-size class to the overall performance level of 
each manufacturing industry in Germany and the UK. 
 
DE VOGEL, Miesje 
Taxing our way to Prosperity? 

In January 2012 Tony Abbot gave a speech at the National Press Club considered to be the 
unofficial launch of his election bid. At the heart of this speech was Rush Limbaugh’s mantra that 
“no nation has ever taxed or subsidised its way to prosperity”. This was message was repeated 
during the election that followed, and has been at the heart of government policy since. Yet it can be 
argued that Australia did exactly that during the course of the Second World War. Two years into the 
war Australia was in a dire financial position, unable to borrow the costs of a new war and still in 
significant debt from the previous conflict. The only way forward was the mobilisation of internal 
financial resources: capital, public spending, and importantly taxation.  Of these, it was the last that 
was to provide the unifying national link. Taxation would become the most contested part and yet 
the core of financial policy for the remainder of the war. 

At the end of the conflict Australia had repatriated a significant amount of external debt, 
held an independent gold reserve in London, and was even able to gift millions to a bankrupt Britain 
in 1947. Capital had been generated both directly and indirectly through government taxation. New 
industries had emerged through tax driven subsidies. Australia emerged as a financially stable 
country, a good prospect for foreign investment, and in a position to initiate an ambitious program 
of Post-war reconstruction and immigration. The Second World War provided the agenda for 
financial policy in the form of a perceived threat of Japanese invasion and US ally keen to break 
imperial preference and leverage one arm of their war effort off our primary produce. However an 
“All In” war effort was not the framework for lasting public policy. Taxation and subsidies that could 
only be introduced under the exigencies of conflict would provide that. 

 

FORT, Carol 
Recovery and Rebuilding: Managing Australia’s Post World War II Workforce 

For two generations following World War II, Australia’s publicly-funded universal labour 
exchange, the Commonwealth Employment Service, supported the national economy before being 
dismantled in the rationalist policy wave of the 1990s. 

Recognising that public policy change is a reminder that all public policy is the result of 
political choice, this paper asks which political conditions and historical circumstances predisposed 
the Australian Government to embark on centralised labour-market intervention, and which 
conditions and circumstances precipitated the form of intervention the Government chose. 
Examining the documentary evidence of government records, parliamentary and administrative, it 
shows the CES sprang, almost fully-formed, from a wartime institution – the Manpower Directorate. 
This organisation, created in January 1942, became an essential part of mobilising the civilian 
workforce for war when customary employment arrangements proved inefficient and inflexible, 
even in the highly regulated milieu.  

The paper argues that, when faced with the enormous demobilisation and economic 
reconstruction program necessitated by the end of the war, the Commonwealth Government looked 
for a vehicle to carry its ‘full employment’ ambitions, unfettered by sectional interests. It concludes 
that the hard-working Manpower Directorate was transformed into an instrument of recovery and 
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rebuilding modelled on International Labour Organisation Recommendation 72, and adds some 
speculation on why the CES proved only temporary. 

 
GIVEN, Jock 
Decolonising Communications: War, Peace and Privatisation at Cable and Wireless 

After the Second World War, the London-based telecommunications company Cable and 
Wireless was nationalised as part of a reorganisation of British Commonwealth communications. At 
the time, it had commercial operations in more than fifty overseas territories, reflecting the imperial 
geography of the British Empire. Just over thirty years later, the company’s impressive return on 
capital made it one of the first candidates for privatisation when Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative 
Government was elected. Selling shares to private investors brought a new degree of public scrutiny 
to the company’s business, especially the duration and terms of concessions granted by overseas 
administrations. Around 80% of Cable and Wireless’s profits came from just two territories, Hong 
Kong and Bahrain, and the extension of the concessions there became critical to the success of the 
privatisation. 

Different parts of the British Government had long held competing views about the state-
owned Cable and Wireless’s primary role: as an instrument of foreign and Commonwealth policy, 
which favoured progressive devolution of power to local administrations; as an instrument of 
defence policy, which found its global network enduringly attractive; and as an instrument of 
industrial policy, which saw one of the world’s largest and most global communications enterprises 
as a modern national champion. Privatisation brought yet another influence, to cement the 
company’s future in overseas territories on commercially favourable terms so as to maximise the 
sale price. This paper describes and analyses the complex interplay among these competing 
pressures and the ways they were resolved. It is based on archival research done for an Australian 
Research Council-supported Discovery Project ‘Imperial Designs: Remaking the Institutions of Global 
Communications.’ 
 
HALLIDAY, Timothy and LA CROIX, Sumner 
Sons, Daughters, and Labor Supply in Early Twentieth-Century Hawaii.  

Immigration to Hawaii between 1868 and 1924 transformed its ethnic structure and 
population size. We investigate whether high Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and White sex ratios 
allowed females to negotiate better marriage terms and to allocate more household resources to 
daughters.  Using IPUMS samples from the 1900, 1910, 1920, and 1930 Territorial Censuses of 
Hawaii, regression analysis suggests that both daughters and sons reduced mother labor force 
participation (LFP), but LFP effects are larger for a daughter than a son at some age intervals. 
Daughters have no effect on father LFP, but for some age intervals a son has a positive effect. 
 
HIRAO, Takashi 
Achieving Competitive Advantage of Multinational Enterprise: A Comparative and Historical Study 
of Japan Tobacco Inc. 

By making a comparative analysis of the tripartite investment of the cigarette giants (Philip 
Morris International, British American Tobacco and Japan Tobacco), this research aims to examine 
what are the competitive advantages of the big three in the global cigarette markets. In addition, by 
exploring the history of JT, this research attempts to clarify how the competitive advantages that led 
to differences in their global strategies have been achieved. 

This study explores the competitive advantages of the cigarette giants by examining their 
annual reports on manufacturing, marketing and management after 1985 when JT was privatized. 
First, by exploring that their production strategies depend on local responsiveness or global 
integration, this paper aims to show different patterns of the advantages emerged among the giants. 
More concretely, by exploring geographical dispersion of manufacturing factories, productivity and 
R&D activities of the giants, this paper tries to clarify their motives to internationalize. Secondly, by 
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comparing the number and share of their global brands, operating profit margin and promotion 
activities among the giants, this paper attempts to show their positions in the global cigarette 
markets. Thirdly, by investigating their business structure and the number and ratio of management 
with different nationalities and external management experience, this paper indicates the extent of 
their local responsiveness and global integration. By comparing the tripartite investment of the 
giants, this research found the fact that JT is in a position to relatively require global integration 
while BAT is under the strongest pressures for local responsiveness, and that PMI puts itself in a 
multifocal position. 

In addition, this research discusses how their competitive advantages that determined the 
differences in such strategic positions emerged by exploring the archival records of the giants. 
Especially, this paper focuses on historical development of JT which has retained an integrated 
product strategy in the global economy. JT’s history shows that the characteristics of ownership 
advantages depending on the home market allowed JT to increase its spread of international 
markets. 
 
HO, Tai-kuang 
Exchange Rates and Economic Recovery in the 1930s: An Extension to Asia 

The worldwide nature of the economic slump of the 1930s is both a central fact to be 
explained and a potentially very important clue to the mystery of the Great Depression’s cause. 
Eichengreen and Sachs (1985), Campa (1990), and Bernanke and James (1991), by expanding the 
scope of study to include European and Latin American countries, find that there was a strong link 
between adherence to the gold standard and the severity of both deflation and depression. 

For the Asian economies, the relationship between currency depreciations and economic 
activities during the Great Depression is relatively unexplored. In this paper, we examine this 
relationship using data from 13 Asian economies: China, Cho-sen (Korea), Malaya, British India, 
French Indo-China (Vietnam), Japan, Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia), Persia (Iran), Philippine 
Islands (the Philippines), Siam (Thailand), Straits Settlements (mainly Singapore), Taiwan, and Turkey. 
The efforts of economic historians in the recent decades to reconstruct the Asian regional data have 
made this study possible. Our study of the Asian experience, which is an international dimension and 
includes a set of both gold- and silver-standard countries, may provide further evidence to the 
transmission of the Great Depression. 

We find countries that depreciated more tended to deflate less, suffered less from a fall in 
output, and had better performance in exports. Moreover, countries that belonged to the same 
currency area (such as the yen block and the sterling bloc) had almost identical economic 
performance during the Depression. In sum, the Asian examples reconfirm the theory of Great 
Depression proposed by Barry Eichengreen and other scholars. 
 
HOGAN, Jacob 
Building the New Asia from New York: The United Nations, Asian Development Bank, and the Cold 
War, 1947-1966 

Was Japanese intellectual Kakuzo Okakura correct when he observed that “Asia is one”? 
Analogous to Europe’s experience since the Marshall Plan, Asia has also moved toward economic 
unification, albeit more incrementally and without the direct monetary assistance of the United 
States. Drawing from research conducted at the Lyndon Johnson Presidential Library, this paper 
argues that the creation of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 1966 represented a watershed 
move away from nationalism, toward regionalism, as the dominant organizing principle in Asia. 
Economics and politics, as Mao observed, are indivisible. The ADB was also created as a means for 
the US and Japan—the two largest contributors to the new bank—to contain both communism and 
China during the Vietnam War era. The origins of the ADB did not begin in the 1960s, however, but 
twenty years earlier in New York City. 
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In the aftermath of World War II, in early 1947, the United Nations created the Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE) and the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE). 
Exemplified by the Marshall Plan, the US prioritized the rebuilding and recovery of Europe over Asia 
in the late 1940s. With the US focused on Europe, ECAFE was left largely by itself to help rebuild a 
devastated Asia. Meeting for the first time in Shanghai in June 1947, ECAFE’s annual meetings and 
reports provided Asia with comprehensive data and analysis on the region’s population, food, and 
economic challenges. During the late 1950s, ECAFE was instrumental in creating the Mekong River 
Valley and the Trans-Asian Highway projects; the overarching aim of these projects was to create a 
regional economic identity in Asia.    

At ECAFE’s annual meeting in New Delhi in March 1961, Burma’s U Nyun announced a plan 
calling for the construction of a “common market” in Asia similar to Europe’s common market. 
Under ECAFE’s auspices, this goal began to materialize five years later when the Asian Development 
Bank was created in 1966. Upon signing the ADB Act in March 1966, President Johnson declared the 
new institution to be an “economic Magna Carta” which would unify East and West. During his 
October 1966 trip to Asia, Johnson heralded the ADB as a symbol for a “New Asia” built beyond the 
narrow principles of nationalism. More than solely a regional anchor, Washington and Tokyo viewed 
the ADB as a global economic institution, interlocking with the IMF, World Bank, African 
Development Bank, and Inter-American Bank. The ADB also had political and geostrategic purposes. 
The key US envoy for the ADB, former World Bank head Eugene Black, commented in late 1966 that 
the ADB would also be an economic shield to contain China.  

Exemplified by the choice of its original headquarters in Shanghai, ECAFE envisioned a non-
communist China as the keystone piece in helping rebuild Asia. Even before Mao announced the 
creation of the People’s Republic of China on October 1, 1949, ECAFE had moved its headquarters to 
Bangkok—but the question over Chinese representation would not go away. Throughout the rest of 
the 1950s, due to the insistence of the Soviet Union, ECAFE refused to allow Beijing to send a 
representative until China was admitted into the UN—which would not transpire until 1971. 
Moscow’s refusal to join the ADB in 1966 evinced the high degree of Cold War politics that infused 
and fettered the ADB and ECAFE.   
 
KOLLMANN, Trevor M. & FISHBACK, Price 
Hedonic Housing Indexes during the Great Depression 
The Great Depression was a period of significant change in the housing industry. In terms of 
increasing government involvement, the Home Owners' Loan Corporation was created in 1933 in 
order to refinance mortgages facing foreclosure, the Federal Housing Administration began insuring 
mortgages issued by financial institutions in 1935, while the Public Works Administration and later 
the United States Housing Authority began constructing public housing to alleviate a perceived 
shortage of quality housing for lower middle-class families. This increased government involvement 
in the housing market was predicated on the belief that the housing market had collapsed from its 
peak in the late 1920s and had failed to recover.  

Despite these facts being “common knowledge,” only Shiller (2005) has previously 
attempted to provide a comprehensive national-level housing price index over the period. Yet Shiller 
himself notes that the housing price index they construct is imperfect. Shiller's index relies on a 
historical housing series developed by for 1890 through 1934 while splicing the series with the 
median ask prices for housing in five major cities.  

The Great Depression in the United States was a unique period in terms of the movement in 
real estate prices. While there has been little development in a comprehensive housing index over 
the time period, there has been significant development either in periods surrounding the Great 
Depression or case studies of particular cities. Hoyt (1933) was one of the earliest studies, examining 
land values in Chicago from 1830 to 1933. He found that land values fell around 50 percent between 
1928 and 1932. More recently, Nicholas and Scherbina (2013) developed a hedonic price index of 
residential properties for Manhattan between 1920 and 1939. They found that prices fell around 67 
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percent in 1933 from the high in 3rd quarter of 1929. In a similar vein to Shiller, Fishback and 
Kollmann (2014) develop a variety of housing value indexes based on Census data, financial surveys 
performed by the Civil Works Administration, and Housing Inventory Surveys. Their results suggest 
that nominal housing value fell 24 percent from 1930 until the mid-1930s. 

This paper uses a newly constructed dataset from 106 cities in the Home Owners' Loan 
Corporation City Survey to create a new national-level housing price index from 1929 through 1940. 
That dataset is unique in that it has housing and neighborhood characteristics for over 6,000 
neighborhoods with housing prices for three separate, non-consecutive years in each neighborhood. 
We construct constant-relative-value hedonic price indexes from this data that suggests that housing 
prices fell nearly 40 percent in nominal dollars between 1929 and 1932. Adjusting for the deflation 
that occurred, it appears real housing values fell approximately 24 percent during the period. In both 
nominal and real terms, there is little evidence that housing values fully recovered until after 1940. 
 
KOOREY, Stephanie 
Understanding Small Arms Demand: Exploring Why and When Micro-Disarmament Succeeds  
My proposal for this conference and/or book looks at small arms control, post conflict and civil 
disorder.  It particularly focuses on disarmament and demand perspectives, and it seeks to explain 
why small arms control is of limited utility if it only seeks to prevent weapons being provided to 
violent non-state actors such as rebels, terrorists, and criminals.  It argues that effective small arms 
control should explore when and why micro-disarmament (such as gun buy backs, gun amnesties 
and collection and destruction ceremonies) is successful.  While recovering and rebuilding societies 
from conflict and civil disorder has long been a concern for the international community, 
interventions often embark on disarmament activities such as weapons buy-backs and destruction 
ceremonies without fully appreciating the range of factors that drive individuals and groups to take 
to arms in the first place.  
It will argue that such disarmament activities are more likely to be successful, in both the long and 
short term, if demand factors are more fully appreciated and understood.  Demand factors are 
considered to be both tangible and intangible.  Tangible factors include retaining weapons for 
continued use or potential use, including for hunting, to carry out armed crimes, or as a type of 
‘insurance’ when trust in the security sector or government is weak.  Intangible demand factors 
however, such as sentimentalism towards weapons, or in cases where weapons have become 
socially idolised by the armed group as symbols of a legitimate struggle, take effective long term 
disarmament beyond the political and economic realms and into a truly multidisciplinary arena.   
The conference paper and/or book chapter will use examples from the Asia-Pacific region, including 
Indonesia, Myanmar, Solomon Islands, and Papua New Guinea, to explore and explain small arms 
demand.  In particular, it will consider why, and when, micro-disarmament is likely to be successful.  
 
LAMPE, Markus, ROSÉS, Joan R. & SHARP, Paul 
Using Postal Data to Measure the Efficiency of Government Service Provision, 1886-1937 

We use data collected by the Universal Postal Union from 1886-1937 to measure the 
productivity and efficiency of the postal service around the world. The postal service was usually a 
government monopoly, as well as an essential service, so we argue that we can use these data as a 
proxy for the general efficiency of the state/government services. The database contains an 
unbalanced sample for 50 to 130 countries from around the world, including colonies. 

There is an obvious connection between government institutional efficiency and the 
efficiency of private firms inasmuch as the institutional environment impacts on the operation of the 
economy in general. This study thus potentially has wider implications for explaining productivity 
differentials throughout the world. Moreover, during this period the mail was the most widespread 
medium for the transmission of information throughout the world, so its relative efficiency across 
countries will have had a direct impact on the ability of firms to for example access essential market 
information, to benefit from knowledge transfer, etc. 
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We use Stochastic Frontier Analysis to estimate production functions for mail delivered, with 
the inputs being labour (numbers of clerks and postmen) and various types of capital (number of 
post offices, letter boxes, horses, coaches, railway kilometres, etc.). This methodology allows us to 
add an inefficiency term, which measures the distance of each individual postal service from the 
production possibility frontier. We can then rank the efficiency of the postal services, as a proxy for 
government service provision. 

Finally, the econometric method allows us to add explanatory factors for the inefficiency 
term. Here we might consider the quality of political institutions, the size of the country, population 
density, literacy, rail density, GDP/capita, etc.  

The efficiency terms should be interpreted with care, however, since differences in input 
prices (wages, capital, etc.) mean that we can perhaps say little about allocative efficiency. Hence, it 
might become necessary to analyse cost functions, for which we can gather some information on 
prices from the financial results of the postal services, to be supplemented by other data from 
alternative sources, e.g. wages or interest rates. 
 
LEE, Chulhee & LEE, Esther 
Son Preference, Sex-Selective Abortions, and Parental Investment in Girls in South Korea: Evidence 
from the Year of the White Horse 

We investigate how selections of offspring gender in the presence of son preference affect 
parental investments in girls versus boys in South Korea. For identifying the magnitude of parental 
son preference, we exploit a semi-experimental episode of dramatic temporary rise in the sex ratio 
at birth in 1990 (the year of the White Horse) driven by the zodiacal preference. Like many other 
Asian countries, Koreans have a long tradition of following the oriental calendar system, under which 
each year is typified by a zodiacal sign according to a rotating cycle of 12 animals. It had been 
believed by many that a person’s personality and characteristics are destined according to the 
zodiacal sign under which he or she is born. People traditionally thought that girls who are born in 
the year of the Horse have undesirable characteristics as wives, which is regarded a misfortunate 
destiny for women in a traditional society. In particular, those born in the year of the White Horse 
(that comes every 60 years) are believed to be most inauspicious. The mythical faith combined with 
the coming of sex selection technologies during the 1980s led to an abrupt rise in the sex ratio at 
birth in 1990 to the highest point ever. Along with the effect of the year of the White Horse, we also 
utilize the regional variations in the sex ratio at birth that result from regional differences in cultural 
norms and religious belief. 

We conduct triple difference estimations to examine how gender differences in parental 
investments in children change across regions and birth cohorts. As measures of parental 
investments, breast-feeding and spending on private tutoring in secondary schools are employed. 
Since the majority of mothers in Korea perceived the advantages of breast milk over substitutes by 
the late 1980s, and feeding breast milk incurs substantial time and psychic costs to mothers, breast-
feeding can be considered a form of parental investment. Likewise, the expenditure on private 
education is a primary form of parental investment in child’s human capital in Korea where the 
competition for entering good colleges is intense, and the formal secondary education system is 
highly equalized.   

We find that relative parental investments in girls in the forms of breast-feeding and private 
education are significantly larger for the cohort born in 1990 than those for adjacent cohorts and 
that the effect of the year of the White Horse is more strongly observed in the regions where the sex 
ratios at birth were initially high. These results show that a higher prevalence of sex-selective 
abortions led to a greater parental investments in girls as compared to boys. A possible mechanism 
behind the results is selections in parents who carry the female fetus to the term under the 
circumstance that sex-selective abortions are available. Girls who were born when sex-selective 
abortions are widely conducted should be selectively born to parents with less prejudice against girls, 
and thus receive relatively greater parental investments. In this sense, the results of this paper 
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suggest that the rise of sex-selective abortions in Korea from the early 1980s to early 2000s brought 
an unintended consequence of relative improvement of human capital development of females 
selectively born to parents with weaker bias against daughters. 
          
MCALOON, Jim 
The Middle Class in a Settler Colony: New Zealand c. 1900. 

What do we know about the middle class in settler societies as economic actors?  A very 
considerable quantity of literature in the economic history of settler societies emphasises resource 
endowments, institutions, and external markets and sources of investment as key factors in the 
rapid, if uneven, growth of the white settler colonies in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  
Most business history literature in these contexts, perhaps inevitably, tends emphasises major firms 
and large-scale landholders.  An extensive labour history literature has dealt with political and 
industrial organisation, with working class communities, and has extended the definition of ‘work’ 
into less formal and unpaid contexts.  The colonial middle class, by contrast, is with some exceptions 
a historical absence, at least in Australia and New Zealand.    

The bourgeoisie – or their values - have recently found a champion in Deirdre McCloskey.  
While not minimising values and culture, this paper will suggest that the colonial middle class can be 
defined with reference to criteria that that reflect the realities of investment, consumption, and 
making a living.  Notwithstanding the considerable diversity of residence, occupation, education and 
life chances,  it is possible to develop some sense of middle class people as social and economic 
agents.   

Drawing on a large biographical dataset (N=15625) and some preliminary discussion of the 
evidence in probate valuations, this paper will offer some suggestions about the composition of the 
middle class in New Zealand c. 1900 and outline an agenda for future research. 
 
MILEY, Frances 
Hiding who pays: When disaster relief becomes a disaster. 
(Forthcoming at the time of printing) 
 
OXLEY, Les & WILSON, John 
Responses of the Secondary Sex ratio to a Natural Disaster: Evidence from the 2011 Christchurch 
Earthquakes  

Natural disasters place a large burden on societies.  Proximate costs related to 
reconstruction and lost output are more easily compiled, but the cost in terms of physical and 
psychological effects on the population are more difficult to measure.  Stress, ongoing poor health 
and other psycho-physiological problems may have repercussions for many years and even between 
generations.  It is therefore useful to develop a range of measures which can act as a proxy as to the 
magnitude and scope of these shocks. 

In healthy populations, the secondary sex ratio (SSR) of babies born is static and rests at 
around 1.06 males to every female. Trivers and Willard (1973) proposed that adverse maternal 
health generates a decline in this ratio reflecting relatively poor mating outcomes among males in 
poor condition. The Trivers-Willard (T-W) hypothesis has been the subject of a large literature, 
particularly in health sciences. The T-W hypothesis holds interest in anthropometrics, where 
measures such as height and BMI are commonly used to measure human well-being. The SSR, while 
not useful for analysis long run trends, is another data source available to economic historians and is 
particularly useful in identifying negative shocks.  Hence, the T-W hypothesis is not only important in 
our biological understanding of human reproductive responses under adversity, but also useful for 
economic historians who may, in the absence of data, be able to use the SSR as a proxy for adverse 
events. 

This paper uses disaggregated data at the statistical area and regional council level for New 
Zealand from 1990-2013 to examine the effects of the 2011 Christchurch earthquakes on the SSR.  
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The results are suggestive of a lower SSR consistent with the predictions of T-W during and after 
2011 in Christchurch, and to a lesser degree in areas more proximate to the epicentre.  Our results 
suggest that these effects dissipate with greater distance from the epicentre of the quakes.   
 
PLOECKL, Florian 
Market Access and Information Technology Adoption. Historical Lessons from the Telephone in 
Bavaria 

Market Access is the central component of the New Economic Geographyi, one of the main 
approaches in the economics literature to explain the spatial distribution of economic activity. One 
of its constituting elements is the cost for transactions between spatially distinct markets. 
Technological progress in information technology reduces these transaction costs, thereby 
increasing market access. This raises the question, whether these agglomerations forces bias the 
spatial adoption of information technology, resulting in a reinforcement effect for market access. 

This paper answers this question with a historical study of the spatial diffusion of the 
telephone. Using the setting of Bavaria between 1882 and 1906 I analyze the factors underlying the 
spread and distribution of over 350 local exchange networks throughout the state as well as the 
adoption of phones by private and public subscribers within these local networks. 

The determinants of this diffusion are analyzed with a theoretical frameworkii that 
differentiates between rank, stock and order effects. Rank effects are individual town characteristics, 
which are not influenced by the situation in other towns. Size effects do take the situation of other 
towns into account, in particular their adoption of the telephone.  This corresponds to the idea of 
market access, which models the relationship between locations. Order effects presume the 
diffusion to be ordered along the distribution of certain town characteristics. 

The empirical analysis is organized in two stages. First I use a duration analysis approach to 
analyze the timing when a town becomes the site of a local network exchange. Second I use a cross-
sectional analysis to determine the factors underlying the penetration rates of phones in towns with 
local exchanges. The data set is based on a range of official statistics and archival records from the 
Bavarian Telephone authorities and other agencies.  It contains the exact date when a local 
exchange was opened in a town, detailed numbers of local subscribers for a series of years, as well 
as a range of other town characteristics, ranging from size, economic structure to infrastructure and 
political and cultural characteristics.  

The focus on the spatial nature of this historical technology diffusion is represented in the 
exact empirical specification. In the duration analysis this will be done with two different 
approaches, first I will use the information about population and subscriber growth to create time 
varying covariates to represent the impact of market access on the adoption decision. Second I will 
test for market access relationships with a spatial dependency term. The analysis of town 
penetration rates is conducted with a spatial lag estimation, which identifies the share of the local 
lines due to subscribers in other towns. A second specification uses a zero-inflated poisson model to 
take towns without a local exchange into account.  

The analysis demonstrates that the spatial distribution of economic activity influenced the 
diffusion of technology. The nature of the telephone as a technology that revolutionized spatial 
transaction consequently implies that there is a feedback mechanism between technology and 
geography in the historical path of the spatial distribution of economic activity.   

 
SELTZER, Andrew & BORLAND, Jeff 
The Impact of Locally-set Minimum Wages on Labour Markets: The Case of the 1896 Victorian 
Factories and Shops Act 

This paper will examine one of the first minimum wage laws passed in the world, namely the 
1896 1896 Factories and Shops Act passed by the colony (now Australian state) of Victoria. The Act 
was the culmination of the colony’s long-standing activist program of labor market intervention, 
begining in 1873 with the passage of the Victorian Factory Act, which banned the employment of 
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young children, regulated the employment of women, and created a factory inspectorate. The 1896 
law was meant, in large part, to preserve the industrial peace which had been threatened by the 
decisive defeat of a series of large strikes earlier in the decade. A key feature of the law was the 
creation of industry-specific wage boards comprising an equal number of representatives of industry 
and of workers (plus a neutral chair), that had the power to set occupation-specific wages for all 
workers in their industry. Originally, the law extended to only six industries. These industries were 
selected because they had a high level of female employment (clothing, shirt, boot, underclothing), 
had a high level of Chinese employment (furniture), or were important for public health 
(breadmaking). However, a 1900 amendment meant that all industries in the colony could be 
covered by minimum wage rates.   

Between 1898 and 1913, the Annual report of the Chief Inspector of Factories, Work-rooms, 
and Shops contained an annual list of minimum wage rates and employment for each industry 
covered by a Special Bboard. In a few industries the wages board passed a single minimum wage 
covering all workers in the industry; however, in most industries there were separate minimum rates 
for men and women, and in many there were multiple minimum rates covering different 
occupations. In addition there were typically separate minimum piece rates, rates for children, and 
rates for adult learners. Regardless of the number of minimum rates covering each industry, the 
records contain only the total number of male and female employees by age throughout in each 
year. This data will be used to examine whether increases in the minimum wage resulted in an 
increase in the wages actually paid and in a reduction of overall employment or in gender-specific 
changes in the composition of employment. The approach used is a fairly standard panel regression 
of changes in wages or employment (male, female, or total) on the change in the minimum wage 
rate(s) with year and industry fixed effects included to capture changes in demand. The minimum 
wage variable has been constructed in several different ways including 1) the nominal minimum rate 
in pounds per week, 2) the nominal minimum rate in pounds per hour (where standard or minimum 
hours are available from the government list), 2) the real minimum wage rate using several 
published and unpublished price deflators for Melbourne and Australia as a whole, and 3) the ratio 
of the minimum wage to the average wage of unskilled labour. Preliminary evidence suggests little if 
any employment effect of the law, in other words, increases in the minimum wage did not result in 
decreases in employment. 

 

SHIZUME, Masato 
Making Credit Policy in Japan: the Earthquake Bills in 1923 and the Aftermath 
The Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923 caused tremendous damage to the Japanese economy and its 
financial system.  Bank of Japan (BOJ) introduced the earthquake bill facility as a new credit policy 
instrument to deal with financial problems of devastated areas.  This paper overviews the 
framework and the conduct of the facility, using new archival documents.  We show that, although 
BOJ ex ante intended to provide liquidity to solvent financial institutions and to improve conditions 
of the financial intermediation, the operation of the discounting of the earthquake bills resulted in 
rescuing already insolvent financial institutions, and delaying their disposal of bad loans.  The course 
of events exacerbated the moral hazard problem, and paved the way for the financial crisis of 1927. 

 
TANG, John P. 
The Engine and the Reaper: The Impact of Transportation Access on Mortality Rates in Meiji Japan 

Economic development typically coincides with better health outcomes due to increased 
access to medical facilities, improved sanitation and public services as well as higher standards of 
living from additional income and nutrition. For countries undergoing rapid industrialization, 
however, the relationship may be ambiguous given urbanization and industrial work environments. 
This paper explores the relationship between the spread of industrialization via railroad expansion 
and mortality patterns across regions in Japan at the turn of the twentieth century. After controlling 



14 
 

for local provision of medical services, industrial development, and urbanization, I find that rail 
access is associated with higher mortality rates for developmental diseases. In contrast, those for 
infectious diseases are lower with rail access, with the effect pronounced among more urbanized 
areas. These results indicate divergent impacts on health outcomes from the interactions of 
industrial development and regional differences.  

 
VAN DER ENG, Pierre 
Mixed blessings: Mining in Indonesia’s Economy, 1870-2010 

Indonesia has long been a producer of minerals for international markets. This paper 
quantifies and discusses the growth of mining production in Indonesia since 1870. It analyses the 
institutional arrangements that past governments used to maximize their share in resource rents. 
The paper finds that production and export of mining commodities were long dominated by oil, and 
increased and diversified over time, particularly since the1960s. the development of the mining 
sector depended on changes in commodity prices, mining technologies and the cost of production, 
and particularly the institutional arrangements that guided decisions of foreign investors to commit 
to mining production and processing in Indonesia. 
 
VAN MOSSEVELD, Anneke 
Civvies for the Boys! Government Factories, Social Responsibility and the Bottom Line 
As soon as the remnants of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) returned to Australian shores from 
the battlefields of Europe and from bases in the Middle East, the practicalities of every-day civilian 
life stared them in the face.  They had been volunteers, and for the majority there would be no 
future career in the armed services. Thus, for the first time in a long while, they were required to 
find new civilian clothes, and this placed a demand on the industry. To assist, just as girls and women 
had been encouraged during the war to knit socks for the men at the front, workers in the clothing 
trade were now encouraged to make civilian clothes for returned soldiers. Whereas the Government 
clothing trade had once focused on military uniforms for soldiers, it now refocused its attention to 
those returned soldiers at home. 

Throughout the First World War, military uniforms had been produced by the Australian 
Government Clothing Factory in South Melbourne and the Government-owned Woollen Cloth 
Factory in North Geelong produced the woollen fabric.  By the end of the war, the Woollen Cloth 
Factory had accumulated large stocks of khaki and its mill was able to produce high-quality woollen 
tweed.  However, with the demand for uniforms suddenly declining, the Clothing Factory in 
Melbourne and the military Ordnance Stores found themselves with large quantities of surplus stock.   
Each found a different way to deliver the requirements - at a profit. 

This paper provides some insight into the operations of both factories during and after the First 
World War and on their activities to help rebuild the nation.  It is based on intensive research of 
Government documents located at the Australian National Archives and the Australian War 
Memorial. 

 
 
VILLE, Simon & MERRETT, David 
The Origins of the Reserve Price Scheme in the Australian Wool Market:  
Assessing the Impact of Wartime Monopsonies and Postwar Stabilisation Schemes 

Sometimes the impact of major wars can be felt very quickly and dramatically; on other 
occasions it takes much longer for them to exert their influence and to do so requires complex 
processes of change in economic and political institutions to occur. The latter was the case in the 
development of a reserve price scheme for wool in Australia.  
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The local wool market, a public auction conducted by major broking companies around the 
capital cities of Australia, took hold from the late nineteenth century. Replacing the prior 
consignment of wool to London for sale, the local market expanded rapidly in the early twentieth 
century and was regarded by many contemporaries as highly efficient. World War One intervened – 
from 1916 the ‘Imperial Monopsony’ required the auction to be replaced by a centralised 
administrative system of appraisal to determine the wool prices to be paid by the British 
government. Faced with a large stockpile of wool after the war, the British Australian Wool 
Realisation Association – another centralised scheme - was set up with the purpose of gradually 
disposing of this supply without flooding the market. A similar set of events occurred during and 
after World War Two.  

These wartime/postwar schemes set a precedent for an alternative form of wool market. 
Their apparent success did not go unobserved by influential government officials, such as Sir John 
Higgins, nor by the growing army of small pastoralists and mixed farmers who bore much of the 
brunt of economic instability between the two world wars. In their eyes, intervention in the market 
could mitigate instability through supply management or price fixing. However, four such schemes 
were rejected by growers in the years after the two world wars before the final adoption of a 
reserve price scheme in 1970, a quarter of a century after the end of World War Two. 

It is clear that the war-related experiments influenced thinking about the wool market yet it 
took so long before a reserve price scheme was finally introduced. Why should this be so? There 
were particular characteristics of wool and its international market that generally constrained such a 
move compared with other commodities. However, we argue that what principally delayed such a 
scheme were: the need for economic and political opinions on market intervention to change 
fundamentally, a process that the war initiated; together with a decisive shift in the locus of 
economic and political power within the wool industry in favour of those supporting intervention. 
Shifts in perspectives and power take time. 
 
WARD, Zachary 
There and Back (and Back) Again: Repeat Migration to the United States, 1897 to 1936 

When migrants entered the United States during the late 19th and early 20th century, many 
were not arriving for the first time. I study the importance of these repeating migrants using data 
from administrative records and ship arrivals in Ellis Island. Contrary to popular belief, repeat 
migration was more prevalent among the old source countries (e.g., England, Ireland and Germany) 
rather than new source countries (e.g., Italy, Greece and Russia). The highest repeating rates were 
for countries closest in proximity to the United States such as Mexico and countries in the 
Caribbean. Accordingly, repeat migrants made up a larger fraction of the overall inflow for southern 
states.  

Repeat migrants were approximately 15% of the inflow between 1897 and 1908, a fraction 
that increased strongly during the 1920s. By the time of the Great Depression, repeat migrants made 
up at least 60% of the inflow since repeat migrants were slightly less responsive than first-time 
migrants to United States economic conditions. The increase in the fraction of repeating migrants is 
also attributable to the migration quotas in the 1920s, which limited the number of first-time 
migrants to the United States but had fewer restrictions on repeat migrants. World War I did not 
have a strong influence on repeat migration, as migration flows fell strongly for both first-time and 
repeat migrants. 

Using data from 1917 to 1924, repeat migrants were higher skilled and taller than first-time 
migrants – this was true both across ethnicities and within ethnicity. The higher quality of repeating 
migrants is partially because those who left the United States and returned in the same year were 
especially higher-skilled, likely because they could afford the temporary trip back home. As the time 
away from the United States increased, the quality of repeating migrant decreased. The higher 
quality of repeat migrants is also attributable to the fact that repeating migrants were more likely to 
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be male and slightly older than first-time migrants. Finally, repeating migrants were more likely to 
travel to larger northeastern cities, and less likely to join family in the United States. 
 
WHEATCROFT, Stephen 
The Recovery from Food Shortages and Famines in USSR 

The two periods of agricultural crisis and famine of 1914-22 and 1927-33 resulted not only in 
periods of recovery, but also of rebuilding (reconstruction or perestroika in Russian) in which the end 
point was significantly different from the state of affairs before the crisis. This changed situation was 
not initially appreciated. The existence of the second famine was officially denied until almost the 
end of the Soviet period, and the statistical record for the recovery phases was only corrected in 
1956.   

a) USSR: The agricultural record 
Between 1913 and 1933 Russian agriculture did not only undergo massive collapse in the level of 
production, and mass transformation in patterns of ownership, but also massive transformation in 
its product mix. While much attention has been paid to the decline and subsequent delays in 
recovery of levels of production, and also to the changes in socio-economic formation of ownership, 
surprisingly little attention has been paid to the significant changes in product mix, which played a 
major role in producing the second famine and in allowing the Soviet state to survive the massive 
collapses associated with the famine.  
In 1913 Russia was the greatest grain exporter in the world exporting over 10 million tons of grain 
per year, but its livestock sector was generally very poorly developed, apart from in certain locations 
in Urals and Western Siberia. During the War Russia was unable to export grain and looked as 
though it was going to face a grain glut. But instead of this the peasantry began transforming its 
agricultural base by consuming larger amounts of grain on-farm. This change in peasant productive 
practice was not understood at the time, and the difficulties in supplying the army and the northern 
capitals was interpreted as being primarily a transportation problem. The northern famine of 1918-
20 was caused by further problems of supplying the northern deficit regions with grain caused by 
the civil war, when interventions disrupted normal supply routes. The drought of 1921 then 
decimated both arable and livestock production in the southern regions.  

In the mid 1920s there was a rapid recovery of agriculture, which proceeded more rapidly 
and more thoroughly in livestock than in marketed grain. The livestock sector was less controlled 
than grain production and marketing, and so there were market incentives for the peasants to 
favour livestock. Wartime experiences had already given the peasantry experience in feeding more 
grain to livestock than in the prewar years, when a large proportion of the grain harvest was 
exported. Finally the mass and revolutionary use of artificial insemination using the seed of larger 
improved livestock would also lead the peasants to use more of their grain in livestock production 
than earlier. This changed situation was not appreciated by Stalin and his associates, who were 
struggling to understand why there were no grain surpluses to export, despite the recovery of gain 
production.   

The exaggerated expectations of recovery of grain production, and the failure to appreciate 
structural changes in grain use accounted for the crisis situation in 1927. Official reluctance to 
change the terms of trade for grain and the use of force (extraordinary measures) to collect the grain 
simply aggravated the situation. Faced with a shortage of grain and increased pressures from the 
state the peasants were forced to hand over grain that they had reserved for their livestock, and in 
such circumstances were forced to reduce livestock levels. But the authorities misinterpreted this 
inevitable slaughter of livestock, as though it was some form of resistance, and in these 
circumstances rushed through collectivisation in order to stabilise the countryside and ensure that 
high procurements did not result in reduced grain production. Two poor harvests of 1931 and 1932 
turned this strained situation into a disaster causing massive population and livestock losses. In 1933 
with reduced levels of livestock, the harvest provided enough grain for both the urban and rural 
populations, and the famine was over.  
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By the late 1930s Soviet agriculture had probably recovered its 1926 level of  grain production. There 
had been a socio-economic transformation in landownership, but most importantly the change 
towards devoting a higher share of grain to livestock farming, was reversed. The tragedy was that 
the state did not understand what was happening and continued to behave as though grain 
production was 20-30% higher than it was.  

b) USSR: The Statistical record 
During the years of famine in the 1920s and 1930s the USSR had one of the most extraordinarily 
competent statistical services ever created. But with the onset of national planning this statistical 
service experienced the most difficult political situation, which despite the gallant attempts of 
several generations of statisticians resulted in massive distortions in several branches of statistics 
including demographic statistics and the evaluations of grain production.  

In 1932 there was a major organizational change in the relationship between plans and statistics, 
which began to improve the situation, but the famine of 1933 again introduced massive political 
complications. After a messy period in 1937, when the first post famine census was carried out, the 
results continued to be politically unacceptable to the leadership, but following a heroic intervention 
of  one of the few remaining statistical pioneers the government did eventually reconcile itself to a 
lower level of demographic reality than it had previously accepted with the 1939 census. However 
mass distortions in the record of grain production would remain, until eventually removed by 
Khrushchev in 1954, more than twenty years after the famine.   

c) Soviet Famines: The Historical Record 
The historical record of what happened during these periods of famine, and especially of the second 
period, was not officially accepted in the USSR until its final years, and is still heavily contested, 
particularly in the regions which were worse affected and which are now separate countries, trying 
to establish a national consciousness.  

 
WRIGHT, Claire 
Utilising network analysis to examine Australia’s economic history discipline: contributions and 
implications of an interdisciplinary approach 

This paper develops a framework to determine the intellectual structure of Australia’s 
economic history discipline between 1960 and 1985. While economic history in Australia has its 
origins in the early-twentieth century, it was not until the post-war surge in tertiary education that 
there was the development of a professional and coherent community of economic historians. In the 
early 1960s, the approach adopted a greater use of statistics, the more explicit use of classical 
economic theory and the treatment of individuals in an abstract and aggregate way. Central to these 
developments were Noel and Syd Butlin, a group of economic historians at the ANU in Canberra, as 
well as smaller communities in Sydney and Melbourne. Alongside this orthodox approach existed a 
range of alternative perspectives, including a number of methodological variations and the emphasis 
on different political, social and cultural issues. From the mid-1970s, there was an increased 
engagement with these alternative schools and a greater variety of what was considered ‘orthodox’ 
in economic history. 

Rather than the chronicle of eminent individuals operating independently, this study aims to 
use network analysis to visualise this discipline as an interdependent community. A qualitative 
component, including an analysis of major texts in the discipline as well as interviews, memoirs and 
correspondence will be augmented with social network analysis, in which network maps will be 
constructed based on citations, collaboration and biographical information for the members. As 
network theory describes the impact of social interaction on the body of knowledge of participants, 
this methodology provides an excellent complement to the textual analysis more common in 
historiography and the history of economic thought. Additionally, by constructing networks based on 
a number of different factors, this methodology has the potential to highlight previously unknown 
interactions between members of this community, as well as give additional insights into how 
perspectives and approaches in economic history in Australia have been constructed. 
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